Role of cardiac electronic implantable device in the stratification and management of embolic risk of silent atrial fibrillation: are all atrial fibrillations created equal?
Ischemic strokes may be associated with atrial fibrillation (AF). AF detection is critical in ischemic stroke survivors, often recommending a switch from antiplatelet therapy to oral anticoagulants for secondary prevention. Areas covered: Cardiac implantable electronic devices (CIED) with their long-term recording capability allows to document AF and to quantify the arrhythmia burden. Recent series in pacemaker and implantable cardioverter-defibrillator (ICD) recipients with no prior stroke showed that short episodes of AF increased stroke risk compared with those without AF recorded. Detection of AF by CIEDs represent a unique opportunity for promp prevention of embolic risk in silent AF. It will be attractive to identify AF before a stroke occurs. Expert commentary: The purpose of this article is to review the role of CIED to detect AF, to quantify the role of AF burden, and to guide primary and secondary stroke prevention.